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In 1803, when the United States purchased the Louisiana Territory from France (for a scant $15

million), it doubled the size of the young country. Stretching north from New Orleans to the

Canadian border and westward from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains, the area

contained over 800,000 square miles. That same year, President Thomas Jefferson designated two

young men â€” Meriweather Lewis and William Clark â€” as leaders of an expedition to explore this

vast new acquisition, as well as other lands of the West. In the spring of 1804, the two men and an

intrepid band of hunters, carpenters, gunsmiths, and blacksmiths, known as the "Corps of

Discovery," embarked on a perilous journey that would truly give meaning to the term "Wild West."In

this exciting, action-packed young reader's edition, based on the author's acclaimed earlier study of

the two great American explorers, historian John Bakeless chronicles the daily challenges these

men faced â€” from encounters with indigenous people, snake-infested waterways, prairie fires,

floods, heat, and thirst, to illness, famine, and frigid mountain passes.The result is a saga of epic

proportions, an amazing story of courage and determination sure to delight readers with its

authenticity and vivid, dramatic style. It's a "thrilling account of one of the most magnificent

expeditions in all history . . . absorbing and inspirational from start to finish." â€” New York Times

Book Review.

Series: Dover Children's Classics

Paperback: 192 pages

Publisher: Dover Publications (March 4, 2002)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0486421597

ISBN-13: 978-0486421599

Product Dimensions:  5.3 x 0.4 x 8.4 inches

Shipping Weight: 7 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     3.7 out of 5 stars       2 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #849,430 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #150 inÂ Books > Children's Books

> Literature & Fiction > Historical Fiction > Exploration & Discoveries   #433 inÂ Books > Travel >

United States > West > General   #16713 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Action & Adventure

Age Range: 8 - 14 years

Grade Level: 3 - 8



"thrilling account of one of the most magnificent expeditions in all history...absorbing and

inspirational from start of finish."

In 1803, when the United States purchased the Louisiana Territory from France (for a scant $15

million), it doubled the size of the young country. Stretching north from New Orleans to the

Canadian border and westward from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains, the area

contained over 800,000 square miles. That same year, President Thomas Jefferson designated two

young menâ€”Meriweather Lewis and William Clarkâ€”as leaders of an expedition to explore this vast

new acquisition, as well as other lands of the West. In the spring of 1804, the two men and an

intrepid band of hunters, carpenters, gunsmiths, and blacksmiths, known as the "Corps of

Discovery," embarked on a perilous journey that would truly give meaning to the term "Wild West."In

this exciting, action-packed young reader's edition, based on the author's acclaimed earlier study of

the two great American explorers, historian John Bakeless chronicles the daily challenges these

men facedâ€”from encounters with indigenous people, snake-infested waterways, prairie fires,

floods, heat, and thirst, to illness, famine, and frigid mountain passes.The result is a saga of epic

proportions, an amazing story of courage and determination sure to delight readers with its

authenticity and vivid, dramatic style. It's a "thrilling account of one of the most magnificent

expeditions in all history . . . absorbing and inspirational from start to finish."â€”New York Times

Book Review.Unabridged Dover (2002) republication of the edition published by Houghton Mifflin

Company, Boston, 1962. Â Â 

Great short story .

177 page children's book, age 10 or so, I guess. Full of really bad illustrations for a kid's book. They

look to be watercolor, and so blurry and sketchy you can hardly make out what they portray. Written

in 1962. It talks about Napoleon having a spy in the U.S. in 1792, which I find hardly credible,

although admittedly I am no history expert. The French Revolution was only three years old.

Napoleon was probably still in Corsica then. Which leads me to believe there may be other factual

errors. All the towns Bakeless names in Montana are not in the road atlas today. Not sure I learned

anything except that the Missouri is our longest river. Was too suspicious of the facts.
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